’[hesamt THE SAINT BARNABAS CENTER

ba mabas newsletter #2!
Center. ..., October 2023

‘ Fostering Spiritual Growth & Community

I"##5%& 'SPur friends and neighbors at the St. Barnabas Center "#3%&'&!()*I"# 1"#$%&$$'%
active and working hard to establish the Center as a place where our community can come
together, offering programs and events that are designed to meet the interests and needs of
residents within our area and to help foster health, wellness and spiritual growth. Located at

the former home of St. Barnabas Episcopal Church, at 234 East Main St., Kutztown, the

Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem has been gracious and supportive in our efforts to fulfill our
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I"#$%&After the closing of St. Barnabas Church during the Pandemic,

.\ A
’ how did the idea of a St. Barnabas Center germinate?!

convergence of several factors which began prior to the COVID closure. In
June of 2019, the St. Barnabas Parish Vestry recognized that our active
membership had dwindled to unsustainable numbers and we decided to make an active
commitment to recruiting new membership from June 2019"June 2020. In early 2020, COVID hit
and the church was closed in accordance with direction from the Diocese. We remained closed
from March 2020 " "#$%&%' (& that time, it I"#$%" clear we did not have the person power
or the commitment from all the remaining parishioners to try and make a go of it. !

However, it seems clear to me that in the sadness of losing the parish there was the possibility

to transform St. Barnabas into something that could benefit the community and maintain an
Episcopal presence within the Kutztown area. | had read about churches in a number of inner
city locations that had closed but been repurposed to serve the needs of the surrounding
community in which they were located. They were dubbed “resurrection churches.” The idea

was something that | found intriguing. With the support of my dear friend, neighbor and long"
time member of St. Barnabas, Pat Brown and our former Pastor, the Rev. Laura Howell, | wrote a
proposal to the diocesan leadership indicating that we !"#$%&'()*"++,-$.)/0"*0&)(10)*2/,+1)-#()
that we were interested in investigating the possibility of reopening St. Barnabas as an Episcopal
center designed to serve the identified needs within the community. The St. Barnabas Parish

was closed in October 2021, but in the months immediately preceding its closure, we were
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Doreen:!l have been truly overwhelmed and gratified by the level of support that we have
gotten from the Episcopal Diocese of Bethlehem as we pursued both the feasibility and
eventual opening of the Center last September. Early in the discussions about what was
needed, we received a great deal of guidance and support from Canon Steve Baker, who serves
the Diocese as the Canon for Mission Resources and Chief Operating Officer, and Rev. Laura



Howell, our spiritual guide and pastor. They both helped us craft a study design that would get

at the information needed to demonstrate both need in the community and the feasibility of

the Center’s design and program for consideration by the Bishop and diocesan leadership. At

the top of the list, was the formation of an advisory group comprised of community leaders and
potential partners in the delivery of programs. It is with the help of the advisory group as well

as Canon Baker and Mo. Laura, that we were able to define the Center’s mission, goals and a
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proposal, and through the support of that diocesan committee received the funding needed to
open the Center in September of 2022. !

We have continued to feel great support from the Diocese as we have grown and developed
over this first year. In January, we received a full year budget from the Mission Resources
Committee and their guidance has allowed us to push forward with the development of By"
Laws, establishing a Diocesan approved Board of Directors and before the end of this calendar
year, submitting an application for 501c3 status. | would be remiss if | didn’t mention that the
Diocese has also borne all the cost of maintaining the physical facilities during this!!"#$%&(
which has been a big investment in support of this initiative. !

Chuck: If all goes according to plan, what will St. Barnabas Center be like five years from now?
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focused on its social justice mission and a major contributor to the quality of spiritual and
physical lives of folks in the Kutztown area community. | think we will be able to sustain
ourselves financially and will have attracted additional Board members who can assist and
guide us in securing the resources needed to grow and develop the Center and its programs. |
envision a paid staff in addition to a cadre of volunteers and student interns to assist us in
establishing a wide range of partnerships and marketing initiatives; oversee care and use of the
facility; and most importantly design and implement programs needed to support the growth
I"#$%&"being of me!"#3$%&'(&")$&*' ) +,-./& !

Its always my hope that one day, St. Barnabas will again offer a full schedule of religious
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reach out to those who have been marginalized or damaged by their previous encounters with
faith communities, establish brave spaces in which to confront the things that prevent us from
realizing our full potential as human beings and commune with the God of our understanding;

find ways to bring intergenerational groups together to engage in meaningful community
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Meet Qur Intern:!

| Raechel "##$%&'(&)&($#"%&*"+'),&-"%.&/) 0" V& )ERR! !"#$%&"'@mong
® her many accomplishments, Raechel has received a full scholarship to KU for
her prowess in track & field. She is working with the center as our intern this

school year!"#3$%!&$'()*+"$,)$-+$!$*1./1-.+$0+0-+($)1$,%+3$,+!D2




Our Newly Elected Board of Directors:!
Since our last newsletter a Board of Directors was selected and voted on. Here is the new board:!
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We have already assembled an impressive list of activities I"#3$!%&$'(()*"+9$,($#($-./0$-(%&1$
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H"#$%KVents:!
Fall Fest! — Sunday, October, 29, 2:00-6:00 pm

I"#$%&'(%)$*+%,-%.$*$/0BAFUst anniversary of the St. Barnabas Center at
@ Fall Fest! We have lots of fun activities planned for the whole family, including

d kid's games, a basket raffle, interactive info tables, "#$%&'()*+H"##$! E "#3$%
in time for the holidays, and much, much more! There will be plenty of

yummy food options to tempt your appetite too!!

Coming Soon! Family and Group Trivia Night.

¥S TRV @
b )

1 Join us for Trivia Night where you and a team can come together at the St.

© NCHT -
.~ conest = | Barnabas Center to compete for first place, testing your knowledge on
. o . . " . . .
";f # | Halloween topics. Don't miss out on a "##$%&'()&%Ebod time to spend with
) .:; friends and family for just two hours of your night!!

Healthy!Eating

w‘ﬁ&'{ St. Barnabas Center and the Aramark Student Nutritionist are coming together to
g provide the participants with !"#3$"%&'| (Yo% 8cational program featuring a
hands"!"#cooking demonstration which utilizes common products from the local
food pantry!!"#3$%&'()*+$(,**-."/(0-.110(#2{our healthy eating habits, with an
eye toward creating delicious meals on a budget. Come down to the St. Barnabas
T I"#$"%and enjoy an evening of fun, good food and a carry out meal to boot!

New Partnerships:!

Women's Center & SWAK!F3$4*-=1G$%D!9: @$4-.&6!$H!7B11.$0'J
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We will provide with a donation box at the Center for

donated items.!
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Kutztown Open Table: Programs for Seniors and More!
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KutztTowN OPEN TABLE
P Where Community Comes Together>1

Fripay, Oct. 6, 11-1amM. -Senior Lunch-

St. John’s Lutheran Church, 201 E Main St, Kutztown

WEebNEsDAY, OcT. 18, 10-nooN -Young at Heart (this month Memory Lane and Bingo)

Trinity Lutheran Church, 357 W. Main Street, Kutztown.

Ongoing Programs:!

Harvest Bounty !"#3$%&'()#*+"%#in collaboration with Friend, Inc!!Please join
us for a tantalizing luncheon featuring the best of the harvest’s bounty! This
month’s menu includes Creamy Wild Mushroom Soup, Cider Braised Pork with
Apples & Onions, Sweet Potato Hash, Seasonal Salad and Plum Tart! Great
Food, Great People, and Great Time! See you there! Friday, October 6, from
11:00am until 1:00pm. !

WhoSiys
There’s No Such Thing
A nch!

Community Threads. This slow stitch and charity knitting group!meets
"#P1%S& " 1#S%&' (#)*+3%+,%,"1%-!. [lom 2"4 pm! "#$%&'($)"*+,$-./%&0)$
tutorials will be provided so that participants can learn a new skill or engage in
a fiber art new to them. On October 19, Sandy Britland will introduce
participants to embroidery and mastery of four key stitches.

Meeting Thursday, October 5, 12, 19 & 26, 2:00-4:00 pm.

Chair Yoga. For people who need stretching and exercise but cannot remain
on their feet for a whole hour of workout we have Chair Yoga. You will be
amazed at what a great workout you can get!while sitting down. !"#$%&'(($)($
taught by "#$%&'(). Kris is a talented professional who adapts her instruction
to the needs of all who are participating. The first lesson is always free to see

if it is right for you. If you decide you want to come again it will be $10.00 per
lesson. You come only when you want and pay only when you come. The classes are 9:30-
10:30a.m. every Wednesday. October dates are the 4", II"# 1"" ™ and 25"




Chess For Everyone. A new chess club is forming at the St. Barnabas
Center. Our first meeting was poorly attended. We need help in getting
the word out. We envision a club of 30"40 members so that we can have
our own tournaments. If you can help, please contact me (Chuck) at the
Center. Our next two meetings are on Wednesday, October 25 &
November 15 at 7:00 pm. The Club is open to allE people who want to
learn the game as well as more experienced players who want to play. The
club will be run by that internationally known Grandmaster: Me. Ok so that’s a lie. I'm not a
Grandmaster. I'm not a Master. I’'m not even very good. But | do love the game. If you love
"#B%& # (D) #&+#3P,-#$&./$0-1.32+3$
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fans alikeE all are welcome to join in our Watch Party"Discussion
of the remarkable TV series The Chosen, the acclaimed series
about the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth. We will meet in
the Center every other Sunday evening this fall at 6:30 p.m., Oct.
15 & 29, Nov. 5 & 19 and Dec. 3. !

KOFEE !"#3%#&'($%!)$*&%0#+,$+#"-. Bidtation and Educators. Robyn
@ Underwood chairs the organization. Come to the meeting and you will
learn much about issues and challenges relating to the education of our
children in this area. KOFEE also has a book club with separate monthly
meetings; the next book club meeting is on October 19 at 7:00 pm. The
next KOFEE general meeting will be on October 23 at 7:00 pm.!

Midday Prayer Service held via zoom every Wednesday from 12:00"12:45 pm
in conjunction with St. Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Emmaus. Officiated by
Mo. Laura Howell, services are open to all and focus on a saint whose feast
day falls within that week. If you are interested in participating, contact us the
St. Barnabas Center email address and we will be happy to provide a link.!

Bible Study is held via Zoom every Monday evening at 7:00 pm in conjunction with St.
Margaret’s Episcopal Church in Emmaus. Led by Mo. Laura Howell, the group focuses on a
study and discussion of the upcoming scripture for the Sunday that follows. It’s a great way
of enriching your understanding of the scriptures week to week. If you are interested in
participating, contact us at the St. Barnabas Center email address and we will be happy to
provide you with the link.!

Marriage, Family and Individual Counseling Services will be provided by Better Place
Therapeutic Services. Accessible services will be provided on a sliding fee scale. Please
contact 404"500""#$%& Bétter place_therapy.com'for more information or to secure an
all"#$%& '$%()"*(+"*,#-'+H.

My name is Chuck Brown. | am the facilities manager of the C!"#!$%&'()&*+"&,-1+.&#(&/! &+0()#&
any activity or issue concerning the Center or to offer suggestions for programs you think would
work for the Center. | am in the office Monday through Thursday from 10:00am "12:00 noon. If
you call at other times, leave a message and | will answer you during our office hours. The
"#3"%&' #"&#*+,"%&-.&/0648"2814 or email stbarnabascenter@hometownu.com. !

Visit us at the St. Barnabas Community Center Website at
http://www.stbarnabasktown.org.!




We value your privacy. Contact us at stbarnabascenter@hometownu.com if you wish to be
removed from our mailing list.!




